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In this session
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• Challenging students to think

• From texts to skills development

• Fresh learning perspectives

• Practical classroom activities



An endangered species

Do you recognise it? 
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Lives in the temperate rainforests of 

the Olympic Peninsula, Washington 

State.

Solitary cephalopod, 33-35cm from

arm-tip to mantle tip

Amphibious – spends early life and 

mating season in the water.

Can survive on land thanks to

specialized skin adaptations and 

moistness of the rainforests.



Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
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Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
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Pacific NW Tree Octopus

Why don’t we hear more about it?
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It does not exist!



Lessons from the Octopus

Information is not the
same as knowledge.

Comprehending a text is 
not the same as
understanding it.

The key to understanding is 
thinking about what you

read.
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Make students

respond to texts

Encourage them to

think critically.



Preparing to read

Introduce
the topic

Engage
students

Activate
background
knowledge
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Developing reading skills

Predicting answers – does it help?
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Engaging with the text

Professional Development11

Make students

respond to texts

Encourage them to

think critically.



Checking understanding

Paraphrasing
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Paraphrase the extract…

…in clear, simple English
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Paraphrase the extract…

…in clear, simple English
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Putting language to use

Awareness

Confidence

Challenge
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Which one did students say was the most important? 

Challenge
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How to give a successful presentation



Challenge

How to give a successful presentation
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Challenge

How to give a successful presentaion
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…when you have no idea what is on your slides!

Random Power Point
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That awkward moment…



Challenge
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Random Power Point



Fresh perspectives

Professional Development21



Participant A:

You will be shown the topic.

Participant B:

Look away now! 

Tips for a …?
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Task in pairs



Participant A: 

Share some advice on this topic.

Participant B: 

Listen and guess the topic

Tips for a …?
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Value
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Tips for a happy life
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Detect or differentiate?

Understanding words in context
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Value
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Candy Chang ‘Before I die’



Value in public spaces 
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Darren Bohrer and students make a BID board
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Flowcharts

Professional Development32

Say, speak, talk or tell?
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Should I do this

flowchart?
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Do I have

cookies?



Further classroom activities
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Getting students to read

Magnet and hook
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Magnet and hook

Images

Can you guess the title?

a.) Oliver Twist

b.) David Copperfield

c.) Hard Times
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Magnet and hook

Images and text
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Magnet and hook

Extract and title
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Exploiting texts
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Focusing on accuracy

Dictogloss

• Remove the text from view

• Dictate it quite slowly

• Students listen and take notes

• Repeat it

• Students try to re-construct the text from their notes

• Compare with the original
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Creative writing activity

A senses poem

When I am in the forest,

I see…

I hear…

I smell…

I taste…

I feel…

Professional Development42



Focusing on accuracy

Translation

Translate from English into L1

*wait*

Translate back from L1 into English
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Combining business and pleasure?

A workable compromise

• Literature insight

• In the workbook

• Use flexibly

• Language focus

• Skills extension
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In this session

Professional Development46

• Challenging students to think

• From texts to skills development

• Fresh learning perspectives

• Practical classroom activities
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