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Lack of skills
Lack of 

interest

Desire to be 

finished

Lack of 

practice

Not enough

time
Not enough

energy



Text A – pre-intermediate, 16 yo

How would you correct it?
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Text B – Upper-intermediate, 18 yo 

How would you correct it
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From good to better

analysis
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1st draft 2nd draft

improvement

Consciousness-

raising



Consciousness-raising phase 

What is the aim of the feedback we give? 
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Focus on errors – correction codes

Do you use the same system?
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Pre-selected correction criteria

Providing a clear focus
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On the next slide there is a student’s text.

A: Highlight the vocabulary mistakes.

B: Highlight the spelling and punctuation mistakes.
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Selective correction

Advanced-level student, 18 yo

My new super eco car is something revolutional. It’s mostly 

fueled by sun energy, but you can fill the tank with rotten 

veggies and used oil It’s aerodynamic system let’s the air 

flow through and around it, so it cut’s the air and let’s the car 

to reach it’s top speed (420 km/h). As it is a diesel the 

accelaration is also quite good (0-100 km/h in 2.0 secs). Last 

but not least the horsepower/kg ratio is 2.5 so it uses it’s 

power very effectively and is very light at the same time.
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Anything else you would say

to the student?



Before you start correcting…

• Highlight mistakes rather than always correcting them

• Share the workload

• Invite peer correction

• Suggest students select the correction focus for the next task

• Be constructive
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Q: What is the most 

important thing to 

remember about errors and 

mistakes?

A: Not to worry about 

them!
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The drafting process

Planning language
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The drafting process

Planning structure
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Planning a written review

Planning paragraphs

Par.1: a short summary of the plot

Par.2: focus on one interesting scene

Par.3: give your opinion of the book
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Planning a written review

Following a plan
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Structure and sequence

Paragraphs
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Paragraphs 

Opening sentences

Which sentence is from

- the introduction?

- the middle paragraph?

- the conclusion?
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• Model

• Language

• Structure

• Ideas

• Advice
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Fine tuning a draft

Choose:

- Something to praise

- Something to single out for attention
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Friends can help each other out in many ways. Studying and 

doing the homework together. Improve each other in 

subjects. For example I can help my friend in math or I.T. and 

they can help me in litterature sometimes. If you haven’t got 

a girlfriend/boyfriend the best wingman is your best friend. 

They can always give you tips. Finally, if you can’t speak 

about something with your family, a friend will always be 

there for you. 
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Flowcharts
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Say, speak, talk or tell?



Using dictionaries to help drafting
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One final obstacle…

How do students react when you ask them to re-draft a piece of 

writing?
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Two practical ideas

Start with a flowchart Add a twist
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The ups and downs of drafting written work

• Increased awareness and understanding

• More confidence

• Enhanced motivation

• Fewer mistakes

• Less anxiety

• Less wasted time
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