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Two types of student
The Tortoise and the Hare
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• Attitudes towards learning

• Classroom tasks and activities that work

• A palette for success

In this session
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Keeping teens motivated and inspired



From this…

Like watching paint dry?
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When students lose motivation 

To this…



• Comfort zone

• New interests

• English overdose?

• Adolescence

• Shifting atttitudes

High achievers losing motivation
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Some reasons why



Attitudes towards learning English
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The big idea



Attitudes towards the learning situation
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Pictures at an exhibition?
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How do you feel about art and exhibitions?

the 

language?
the learning 

situation?



Topics and tasks
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• language

• values and attitudes:

• activities:

Challenge
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What do we mean?

This isn’t easy!

I’ve never really thought about 

this before…

I don’t know how you’re 

supposed to do this!



Which one did students say was the most important? 

Challenge
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How to give a successful presentation



…when you have no idea what is on your slides!

Random Power Point
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That awkward moment…



Challenge
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Random Power Point



Topics and tasks
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• culture and society

• life skills

• language-learning needs

Relevance
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What do we mean?



Seiji Kaya, founder of Small Kindness Movement. 

What inspired him?

a.) surviving a fire

b.) being robbed

c.) a beloved pet

Relevance
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World Kindness Day



Relevance
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World Kindness Day



Trying something different

Hi, I’m Anna

An unexpected incident.

• What will the students remember?

• Are we good at noticing things?
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Eyewitness descriptions 

Can you describe the thief?
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Eyewitness descriptions

Were you right?
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Eywewitness descriptions

Students’ reactions
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Topics and tasks
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• to me as a language learner

• to me as a member of this class

• to me as a person

Value
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What do we mean?



Participant A:

You will be shown the topic.

Participant B:

Look away now! 

Tips for a …?
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Task in pairs



Participant A: 

Share some advice on this topic.

Participant B: 

Listen and guess the topic

Tips for a …?
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Value
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Tips for a happy life



Value
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Candy Chang ‘Before I die’



Value in public spaces 
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Darren Bohrer and students make a BID board





Topics and tasks
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• providing light relief

• covering new ground

• making it memorable

Novelty

Professional Development31

What do we mean?



Professional Development32



Professional Development33



Professional Development34



Flowcharts
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Say, speak, talk or tell?
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Should I do this

flowchart?
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Do I have

cookies?



• Attitudes towards learning

• Classroom tasks and activities that work

• A palette for success

In this session
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Keeping teens motivated and inspired
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