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In this session 

• Reasons teenagers dislike writing 

• Areas of difficulty 

• Practical activities 
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Reasons teens dislike writing 

What would you say? 

• They don’t like using pens 

• It’s old-fashioned 

• They lack real-life experience 

• They lack strategies, skills and techniques 

• Stressful associations 

• … 
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Reasons teens dislike writing (by hand) 

It’s old fashioned 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  outdated         important 

  slow         prestigious 

  inconvenient       exciting 
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Reasons teens dislike writing 

They lack real-life experience 

What do teenagers write IRL? 

(i.e. outside school, not including homework or studying) 

• instant messages 

• text messages (SMS) 

• emails 

• uhhhhh…. 
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Reasons teens dislike writing 

They lack strategies, skills and techniques 
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Reasons teens dislike writing 

Stressful associations 
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• Practical activities 

 

 

Professional Development 10 



Areas of difficulty 

What would you say? 

What causes the most problems for your students? 
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Areas of difficulty 

 

• Getting started 

• Generating ideas 

• Planning 

• Using appropriate language 

• Drafting and revising 
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Areas of difficulty 

Getting started 
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Not-corridor-work  
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Areas of difficulty 

Generating ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    brainstorm       freewriting 
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Areas of difficulty 

Planning structure 
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Planning a written review 

Planning paragraphs 

Par.1: a short summary of the plot 

 

 

Par.2: focus on one interesting scene 

 

 

 

Par.3: give your opinion of the book 
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Areas of difficulty 

Using appropriate language 
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Areas of difficulty 

Drafting and revising 

 Get students to comment on each other’s work at the re-

drafting stage 
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Areas of difficulty 

• Getting started 

• Generating ideas 

• Planning 

• Using appropriate language 

• Drafting and revising 

• Any others? 
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Practical activities 

Freewriting 

How freewriting works: 

• When you get the topic, start writing. 

• Don’t stop. 

• Keep your pen on the paper. 

• Write whatever comes into your head! 

– Your topic:  
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Practical activities 

Using technology 

Do you get teens to use technology to complete writing tasks? 

How? 
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Practical activities  

Planning only 
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Practical activities 

Going hybrid :) 
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Practical activities 

Crosswords for vocabulary 
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Practical activities 

Compulsory phrases 
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Practical activities 

Planning rubrics 
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