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Exploring Culture 
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Professional Development 
2 



The British – Is it true? 

• British people drink tea at 5.00. 

 

• It rains a lot. 

 

• British people like animals. 

 

• The food in Britain isn‟t very good. 





What is the typical British man like? 



The typical British man 

• He weighs _________ kg. 

• He sleeps ________  hours a night. 

• He knows how to make _______ dishes. (How many?) 

• He drinks _______ cups of tea a day. 

• He eats ________ biscuits in his life. 

• He has _______ close friends. 

• He has a copy of _______‟s Greatest Hits 
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3 and 4 Revise and Check 



What do you think of  

when you think of 

Britain? 



What about Hungarians? 

The typical Hungarian man  

 

• He weighs _________ kg. 

• He sleeps ________  hours a night. 

• He knows how to make _______ dishes. (How many?) 

• He drinks _______ cups of tea a day. 

• He eats ________ biscuits in his life. 

• He has _______ close friends. 

• He has a copy of _______‟s Greatest Hits 
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Is this the typical Hungarian man? 



Approaches to culture 

• Thinking about culture 

• Culture in ELT  

• Practical ideas for the classroom 
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What do we mean by culture? 

Is it this? 
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What do we mean by culture? 

Or is it this? 
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The cultural ‘iceberg’ 

www.languageandculture.com/cultural-iceberg 
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 A definition of culture 

Geert Hofstede 

 “the collective programming of the mind distinguishing the 

members of one group or category of people from 

another” 

       

 Hofstede, Geert, G. J. Hosfstede and M. Minkov. 2010. Cultures and 

Organizations: Software of the Mind. New York: McGraw-Hill. 
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Culture 

Software of the mind? 
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Approaches to culture 

• Thinking about culture 

• Culture in ELT  

• Practical ideas for the classroom 
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An inclusive culture of English speakers 

Global English 
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Waste of time? 

What are the benefits of looking at culture? 
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Looking at culture 

The benefits 

• Challenge: gets students thinking 

• Interest: gets students talking 

• Appeal: students enjoy it 

• Knowledge: 

– the world 

– language 

– themselves 
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Knowledge about the world 
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Lifestyle 
 What is a freegan? 

  

  



Knowledge about the world 
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Lifestyle 
 What is a freegan? 

    Someone who won’t pay for food. 

  

  



Knowledge about language 
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Languages 
 From which language do we get the words 

cookie, cruise and snack?  

  

  



Knowledge about language 
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Languages 
 From which language do we get the words 

cookie, cruise and snack?   Dutch 

  

  



Knowledge about themselves 

 

 

 

 

The R___ Not T_____ 
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Themselves 
 Do you know the name of this poem by 

Robert Frost? 

  

  



Knowledge about themselves 
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Themselves 
 Do you know the name of this poem by 

Robert Frost?  The Road Not Taken 

  

  



• Thinking about culture 

• Culture in ELT  

• Practical ideas for the classroom 
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The ‘girl on a swing’ lesson 

A cultural lesson from life 

• Intro: anecdote 

• Warm-up task: words 

• Reading activity 

• Comparing texts 

• Responding to input:  

    discussion 

• Language focus 

• Reflection 
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Background story 
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Begin with an anecdote 

„Birds and Trees‟ Day 
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Warm-up task 

What words mean to you and others 

• You will get a word. 

• Think about what it means.   

• Can you think of a situation 

when someone else might 

interpret this word differently 

from you? 
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Ambiguous words 
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Girl on a swing 
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Reading text A 

A sunny day at the park 

 It is a bright spring afternoon in a city park near your home. 

The sky is blue and dotted with fluffy white clouds. It is a 

beautiful day, so the playground is packed. A lovely light 

spring breeze tickles the hair of the child playing happily on 

the swing. The girl is your little cousin and she is six years 

old. You and your good friend are looking after her today and 

have decided to take her to the park. Your friend is visiting 

you from abroad. Your little cousin is wearing a light summer 

dress. You are wearing a T-shirt. Your friend is wearing a 

jumper and a jacket. Your friend turns to you and says, "It's 

cold. She should be wearing a jacket." 

 
Professional Development 

40 



Reading text B 

A chilly day at the park 

 It is a chilly spring afternoon in a park in a foreign city. The 

sky is blue and cloudy. Despite the cool weather, the 

playground is packed. A steady breeze messes up the hair of 

the child shivering on the swing. The girl is six years old. She 

is the little cousin of your good friend. You are visiting your 

friend at the moment. The two of you are looking after her 

today and have decided to take her to the park.The little girl 

is only wearing a light summer dress. Your friend is only 

wearing a T-shirt. You are wearing a jumper and jacket. 

Finally you have to say something. You turn to your friend 

and say, "It's cold. She should be wearing a jacket." 
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Contrasting perspectives of the same event 

Side by side 

 

 

• bright spring afternoon  / chilly spring afternoon 

• fluffy white clouds   / cloudy  

• a beautiful day    / Despite the cool weather… 

• lovely light breeze   / steady breeze  

• tickles the hair    / messes up the hair  

• the girl is wearing    / the girl is only wearing 

• Your friend…says   / Finally you have to say something 
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Responding to input 

Does she need a jacket? 
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Responding to input 

Does she need a jacket? 
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Responding to input 

Does she need a jacket? 
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Discussion 

• Does the child need a coat or not?  

• Who is right?  

• What does it depend on?  

• How can situations like this best be resolved? 
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Language focus 

  

 

 

   "It's cold. She should be wearing a jacket." 
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Language focus 

"It's cold. She should be wearing a jacket." 

 

Rewrite this in the following ways: 

 

1. Make the message more indirect:  

2. Make the message even more direct: 

3. How would you say it if you were the person in this 

situation? 
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"It's cold. She should be wearing a jacket." 

1.Make the message more indirect:  
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"It's cold. She should be wearing a jacket." 

2. Make the message even more direct: 
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"It's cold. She should be wearing a jacket." 

3. How would you say it? 
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Reflections on the lesson 
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Reflections on the lesson 
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Reflections on the lesson 
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Global teenage culture  

Does it exist? What is it? 
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‘Unhelpful High School Teacher’ 

Global teen culture in action 
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Professional Development 
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Considering alternative perspectives 
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Approaches to culture 

• Thinking about culture 

• Culture in ELT 

• Practical ideas for the classroom 
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