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Teaching Teenagers – Challenge Accepted! 
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Day 1: Managing teenage groups 

Day 2: Motivation and engagement 

Day 3: Communicating with teenagers 

Day 4: Developing topics and tasks 

Day 5: Strategies for sustaining teacher motivation 



Day 1 

Managing teenage groups 
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„Unhelpful High School Teacher‟ 

Another example of a meme 
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Day 2 

Motivation and engagement 
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An endangered species 

Do you recognise it?  
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Lives in the temperate rainforests of 

the Olympic Peninsula, Washington 

State. 

Solitary cephalopod, 33-35cm from 

arm-tip to mantle tip 

 

Amphibious – spends early life and 

mating season in the water. 

 

Can survive on land thanks to 

specialized  skin adaptations and 

moistness of the rainforests. 



Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus 

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/ 
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Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus 

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/ 
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Pacific NW Tree Octopus 

Why don‟t we hear more about it? 
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It does not exist! 



Made to Stick 

Chip and Dan Heath 
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Journalism 101 

Student newspaper headline 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Write the headline for this story. 
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Kenneth L. Peters, the principal of Beverly Hills High 

School, announced today that the entire high school 

faculty will travel to Sacramento next Thursday for a 

colloquium in new teaching methods. Among the 

speakers will be anthropologist Margaret Mead, college 

president Dr. Maynard Hutchins, and California 

governor Edmund “Pat” Brown. 



Write the headline 
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No school on Thursday 

  

 

 „It was a breathtaking moment. In that instant I realized 

that journalism was not just about regurgitating the facts 

but about figuring out the point. It wasn‟t enough to 

know the who, what, when and where; you had to 

understand what it meant. And why it mattered.‟ 

               Nora Ephron 
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Halo effect 

What do you think of Alan and Ben? 

Alan: intelligent – industrious – impulsive – critical – stubborn – 

envious  

 

 

 

 

 

Ben: envious – stubborn – critical – impulsive – industrious – 

intelligent 
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Paying for milk – an 

„honesty‟ system 
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“Watching eyes” 

Less wasted time? 
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Linda 

Conjunction fallacy 

  

  

 

  

  

Which is more probable? 

1. Linda is a bank teller. 

2. Linda is a bank teller and is active in the feminist movement. 
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Linda is 31 years old, single, outspoken, and very bright. 

She majored in philosophy. As a student, she was deeply 

concerned with issues of discrimination and social justice, 

and also participated in anti-nuclear demonstrations. 



Language and logic 

Conjunction fallacy 
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Day 3 

Communicating with teenagers 
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Prompts 

The power of gesture and words 
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Practical activities 

Freewriting 

How freewriting works: 

• When you get the topic, start writing. 

• Don‟t stop. 

• Keep your pen on the paper. 

• Write whatever comes into your head! 

– Your topic:  

 

 

 

 
Professional Development 

25 



Practical activities 

Using technology 

Do you get teens to use technology to complete writing tasks? 

How? 
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Practical activities 

Going hybrid :) 
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Practical activities 

Crosswords for vocabulary 
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Practical activities 

Compulsory phrases 

Professional Development 
29 



Day 4 

Developing topics and tasks 
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Brainstorm 

Using pictures 

 Free association 

 List at least seven words you associate with this picture. 

 

 

 

 

 

Now show your list to a partner.  

Can you agree on three words? 
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Brainstorm 

Using pictures 
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Recall and share 
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Doing your own thing 

Writing storms 
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Choose a country. Write 

as much as you can 

about it in two minutes!  



Fluid pairs 

Speech-free zone 

 

Professional Development 
35 



Passing it round 

Fortunately, unfortunately  

 

It started to rain. 

Fortunately, we had an 

umbrella. 

Unfortunately, it broke. 

Fortunately… 
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Reaching out to a wider audience 
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Darren Bohrer and students make a BID board 
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New products 
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TESCO Romance: noun-mixing TV show 

Dentist‟s Vacation 

Tesco Romance 

Hollywood Haircut 

Library Breakfast 

Disco Bed 

 

- Create compound nouns randomly 

- Devise a TV show based on the title you get 

- Tell the group how the concept for the show 

Professional Development 
43 



Using students‟ work as a starting point 

 

The absent colleague and the doodling student… 
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45 
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Cars: a radical new design 

 



47 

What is it? 

 



48 
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Flame Challenge 
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Checking understanding 

Paraphrasing 
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Paraphrase the extract… 

…in clear, simple English 
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Paraphrase the extract… 

…in clear, simple English 
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Day 5 

Strategies for sustaining teacher motivation 
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Sustaining teacher motivation 



Reflection-on-action 

• note-taking 

• journal keeping 

• mind-mapping 

• blogging 

 



Professional development 

 

 

• attending seminars 

• online resources 

• social networking 



Learning from experience 

 

• celebrating successes 

• handling setbacks 

constructively 

• asking questions 

• embracing new challenges 

 



Working with colleagues 

 

• peer observation 

• team-teaching 

• informal collaboration 

• sharing resources 

 


