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• Exploring the potential of literature as way of getting students 

to speak; 

• A strategy for overcoming students’ reluctance to read; 

• Using literature as a means of enhancing motivation 

 

In this session 



Your name 

I love... 

My favourite … is ... 

I’ve got ... 



Warm-up activity 

Think of a book you really 

enjoyed reading 

List four adjectives that you 

would use to describe it… 



Warm-up  activity 

What is your favourite city? 

List four adjectives that you would use 

to describe it… 



Warm-up task 

What you think about 

teaching… 

What you’ll be like in 

30 years… 
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What teens are reading… 
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Challenges and obstacles 

A 16 year-old student confesses 
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Teens talk about reading literature 

Which authors are mentioned? 

 

Which genres are mentioned? 

 

What reasons to read are given?  

 

What excuses are made for not reading 

more? 
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Are they typical? 

I prefer to read different articles in English 

 

I prefer reading in my mother language 

 

I like reading in English because … I like to 

read the original form 

 

I do like reading even though I don’t do it a 

lot 
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How much do your students read? 

Do they read in L1? 
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Do they read in English? 

L1   

L2 

R 

R/S/W/L 
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The benefits of extensive reading  
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“…research demonstrates that students who 

read extensively also make gains in overall 

language proficiency.” 

Richard R Day 



Promoting oral skills 

Talking about literature: a win-win situation 
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Getting students interested 

Magnet and hook 
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Magnet and hook 

Images 

 

 

Can you guess the title? 

a.) Oliver Twist 

b.) David Copperfield 

c.) Hard Times 
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Magnet and hook 

Images and text 
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Magnet and hook 

Extract and title 
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Writers in focus 

Do you recognise the writers? 
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Writers in focus 

Do you recognise the writers? 
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Jane Austen 

Charlotte 

Bronte 

Roald Dahl 

Mark Haddon 
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Writers’ rooms 

J Austen – C Bronte – R Dahl – M Haddon 
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Writers’ rooms 

J Austen – C Bronte – R Dahl – M Haddon 
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Reflection 

• How effective do you think activities using this strategy would 

be with your own students? 
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Predicting a story 
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The Purist 

Ogden Nash 

 The Purist  

I give you now Professor Twist, 

A conscientious ____________, 

Trustees exclaimed, "He never bungles!" 

And sent him off to distant ____________. 

Camped on a tropic riverside, 

One day he missed his loving ____________. 

She had, the guide informed him later, 

Been eaten by an alligator. 

Professor Twist could not but smile. 

"You mean," he said, "a ____________." 
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scientist 

jungles 

bride 

crocodile 



Drama and re-enactments 

• Online comic strip 

generators, e.g. bitstrip 
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• smartphone videos 



 

Focus on characters 

Exploring opinions and motives 

 

• interviews 

 

• fishbowl debates 

 

• empty chair activities 
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Fishbowl 

Outer circle roles 
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Eszti talks about a Banksy picture 

Couple kissing  

Cuddling 

Holding each other 

Staring 
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Part of the picture 

What is happening? 
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Some extracts from Eszti’s monologue 

 What is in the rest of the picture? 

At first it might seem that they  are just 

cuddling and it has a very simple meaning, 

but when you take a second look at it you 

realise… 

 

A perfect reflection of today’s society 

 

We really should take a look at this piece of 

art because it might help us to get rid of our 

addiction 
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  Mobile Lovers - Banksy 
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  Mobile Lovers - Banksy 
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