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In this session OXFORD
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* Exploring a variety of text types and activities;

« Writing activities that promote both language awareness and
creativity;

* Boosting students’ confidence in themselves as writers
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Working with blurbs... OXFORD

.you're doing it wrong!

UNIVERSITY PRESS

3

This novel starts with this old doctor who’s in prison in Paris,
during the French Revolution of 1066. He escapes to
England and then there’s this boring bit that lasts for a few
hundred pages. (You can skip through some of these parts.)
So the old doctor’s daughter marries this French guy, but
there’s another English guy who looks just like the French
guy, and he loves her, too. The French guy goes back to
Paris and they put him in prison. Then they let him out. Then
they put him in prison again. They want to kill him, but then
the English bloke who looks just like him changes places with
him and he gets killed instead. Or something like that.

Professional Development SHAPING 16(:1111111g TOGETHER



Working with blurbs OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

A Tale of Two Cities

Dickens' second historical novel, which
he considered "the best story | have
written," provides a highly-charged
examination of human suffering and
human sacrifice. Private experience
and public history parallel one another
as the political activities and personal
responsibilities of these fictional o
characters, during the French Tl otfwo ciries
Revolution, draw them into the Paris of
the Terror.
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Working with blurbs OXFORD
Matching

1. When sixteen-year old Tris makes her
.9 choice, she cannot forsee how drastically her
oz fife will change...

IGHITS
i i

2. When Lyra’s friend Roger
disappears, she and her daemon,
Pantalaimon, set out to find him...

hT‘ Ir‘nmr— L

VERONICA ROTH
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Working with blurbs
Writing
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o 7 :
L\,krbb k\r\ﬂ\/ jv‘\U WVM(/% L ’Q\\L &’OvC)L\’XO\k CV_KV
Anaokeon ﬁ@j'@%\db Bf,u"é‘w) U Lok Beatatee
kel Tiee N kg{/s\'\ft i U

The Cheooung  (ormany O comng Wy ool

Rty AUk Uear ol oo L\_\c'b Lo el Wil

pockeern My WAk w0 ok b A% of thau (ux 5
U Jdensegatien € vanaucke, | Gumiad) « Condor o acunkle
P AV ’ ’ o ) A \‘:
Witak Wil Deakyer cheose to do!  One dekig)
o e Aoy e WL parg e BAL o0ME AOOANN

8 Professional Development

8 “SONE CHOICE CAN TRANSFORM YOU

MNTY /D /AR =

A

i W Rl e s Wl

26— O

VERONICA ROTH

“AJAUTAND SHIVERINGLY EXCITING READ.”
=STSELLING AUTHOR OF WICKED LOV:

Ll

- SRR
| e S

SHAPING learning TOGETHER



Getting ready to write
From blurbs to beginnings

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

/

\ 5 a buoiolmg carfoonist growing vp on the Spokane

/) Indian reservation. Born with a variety of medical problew\s, he

is picked on by everyone but his best friend. Determined to receive

a good edvcation, Junior leaves the rez to attend an all-white
school in the neighboring farm town where the only other Indian
is The school mascot. Despite being condemned as a Traitor To his
people and enduring great fragedies, Junior attacks life with wit
and humor and discovers a sfrevxg‘r‘n inside of himself that he
Never knew existec

ir\é?ired by his own experiences growirxg VP, award-
winning avthor Sherman Alexie chronicles the contemporary
adolescence of one unlucky boy trying to rise above the life
everyoneé €><P€C+S lhim to live.
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First lines
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UNIVERSITY PRESS
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A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
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ALEXTE

ART BY ELLEN FORNEY

A NOVEL BY
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The Curious Incident | B OXFORD
of the Dog in the Night-Time

"It's not just a book about disabillity... it's a book about books,
about what you can do with words and what it means to
communicate with someone in a book...If you met
[Christopher] in real life you'd never, ever get inside his head.
Yet something magical happens when you write a novel
about him. You slip inside his head, and it seems like the
most natural thing in the world."

Mark Haddon
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The
Mind Map
Book

Unlock your creativity,
boost your memory,
change your life

Responding to books ! il OXFORD

. i UNIVERSITY PRESS
Mind maps
and Barry Buzan
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Responding to books B OXFORD
Reviews

1. a short summary of the plot
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Responding to books B OXFORD
Reviews g

2. focus on one interesting scene
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Responding to books B OXFORD
Reviews

3. give your opinion of the book
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Describing a book
Responding to prompts

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

It was written by...
It's setin ...
It's the story of ...

In the end...

S Professional Development

The main character is...
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Complete the text about The Lord of the Rings.
Use the phrases from exercise 2.

The Lord of the Rings is a fantasy story. Al
! [t was written by J. R. R. Tolkien.
2 [t's set in an imaginary

land called ‘Middle Earth’, and 3_it's the story of

a group of hobbits who have to destroy a

magic ring. 4 The main character is

called Frodo. * In the end,

they succeed in destroying the ring. A

few years ago ®_a film was made of the book

starring Orlando Bloom. It's a great book

and 7 _I would definitely recommend it ! v

SHAPING learning TOGETHER



reas of difficulty

sing appropriate language

4 edition

Solutions

Intermediate Student’s Baok

UNIVERSITY PRESS

T Pl Pl & D OXFORD

MRIMNG Book review

I can write a review of a book.

Read the review. Are these sentences true or false?

1 The setting for the story is a beautiful lake.

2 Stanley shouldn’t be in a detention centre.

3 The Warden has a secret reason for asking the boys
to dig holes.

\\OLES 9
isanovel for
teenagers. It was
written by Louis Sachar
and it was published
in 1998. It's an adventure
story about a group of boys at
adetention centre in Texas. The
detention centre is called Camp
Green Lake and it’s in the middle of a
huge desert.
The main character is Stanley Yelnats, who
has been sent to Camp Green Lake for a crime

he didn’t commit. Every day, the boys at the

camp have to dig holes in the desert. They believe
that the work is just punishment. What they don't
realise is that the Warden at Camp Green Lake is
secretly looking for treasure. One day, Stanley and his
friend Zero run away. Everybody thinks they will die in
the desert. | won't give the ending away! What | will say is %

-
that the book keeps your interest right to the final page.

I really enjoyed the book for a number of reasons. | identified
with the character of Stanley, who always tries to help his
friend. The setting is interesting and unusual. But what | liked
most was the plot. It's a gripping story and you just can't put
the book down. | would definitely recommend it.

How many phrases from the box can you find in the review?

Complete the text about The Lord of the Rings. Use the
phrases from exercise 2.

The Lord of the Rings is a fantasy story.

J.R.R. Tolkien. % animaginary land called ‘Middle
Earth’, and * 2 group of hobbits who have to destroy a
magic ring. ¢ called Frodo. * they succeed
in destroying the ring. A few years ago ® - starring

Orlando Bloom. It's a great book and ’

16

Nominal subject clauses

We i ise particular i jonina
sentence by putting it in a What- clause followed by be.
I really like adventure stories.

What | really like is adventure stories.

The ending made a big impression on me.

What made a big impression on me was the ending.

Read the Learn this! box. Find two sentences with nominal
subject clauses in the review in exercise 1. Rewrite them as
ordinary sentences.

Rewrite the sentences with nominal subject clauses
starting with What.

All of the characters are looking for happiness.
The setting is really unusual.

1loved the twist at the end.

The main character really needs a holiday.

I really enjoy reading classic novels.

Stephen King is famous for writing thrillers.

B GRAMMAR BUILDER 10.4: PAGE 126 &

ENTUIF SV

Choose a book you know. Write notes under these
headings. You can include any other important information.

Title: Where is it set?
Author: | Main characters:
Type of book: What happens?

| Why did you like it? For example:
1s funny / moving / exciting / gripping / inferesting.
It contains lots of intere:
|

ng characters

ally wanted to know what was

g o happen.

VOCABULARY BUILDER 10.3: PAGE 136

Read the writing strategy below. Write a review of 200-250
words. Use your notes from exercise 6 and include phrases
from exercise 2.

Remember to use the present simple to summarise the
plot of a story o film.

CHECK YOUR WORK -

Have you:
included the information in exercise 67
used phrases from exercise 22
checked your word count?

Unit 10 = Be creative | 101

Professional Development

How many phrases from the box can you find in the review?

Complete the text about The Lord of the Rings. Use the
phrases from exercise 2.

The Lord of the Rings is a fantasy story. ' :
J. R. R. Tolkien. ? ___animaginary land called ‘Middle

Earth’, and’ a group of hobbits who have to destroy a
magic ring. * called Frodo. ® they sgcceed
in destroying the ring. A few years ago ® starring
Orlando Bloom. It's a great book and ’ !
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Sickness and cure OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Type of sickness:

Cure:
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WAS HOMESICK during the whole of my first term at

St Peter’s. Homesickness is a bit like seasickness. You

don’t know how awful it is till you get it, and when you
do, it hits you right in the top of the stomach and you want to
die. The only comfort is that both homesickness and sea-
sickness are instantly curable. The first goes away the
moment you walk out of the school grounds and the second is
forgotten as soon as the ship enters port.

SHAPING learning TOGETHER
1@ Professional Development



Focusing on accuracy
Dictogloss

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Dictate it quite slowly

Repeat it

Compare with the original

}8 Professional Development

Remove the text from view
Students listen and take notes

Students try to re-construct the text from their notes

St Peter’s. Homesickness is a bit like seasickness. You

don’t know how awful it is till you get it, and when you
do, it hits you right in the top of the stomach and you want to
die. The only comfort is that both homesickness and sea-
sickness are instantly curable. The first goes away the
moment you walk out of the school grounds and the second is
forgotten as soon as the ship enters port.

I WAS HOMESICK during the whole of my first term at



Describing sickness OXFORD
Senses poem

Do you ever feel homesick or seasick? How does it feel?
Write a senses poem.
When | am homesick,
| see...
| hear...
| smell...
| taste...
| feel...

28 : SHAPING learning TOGETHER
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HARRY
f 'K

T

UNIVERSITY PRESS

T had a dream about a motorbike, said Harry, remembering
suddenly. ‘It was flying.’

Uncle Vernon nearly crashed into the car in front. He turned
right around in his seat and yelled at Harry, his face like a gigantic
beetroot with a moustache, MOTORBIKES DON'T FLY!'

Dudley and Piers sniggered.

T know they don't,’ said Harry. ‘It was only a dream.’

Translate from English into L1
*walit*
Translate back from L1 into English

learning TOGETHER
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But Alice was a careful girl. *It can be dangerous
to drink out of strange bottles,” she said. "What will
it do to me?” She drank a little bit very slowly. The

taste was very [, like [ and [ and

hot sweet , and very soon Alice _

Professional Development
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Developing awareness b
Other ways to use this text?

Round the neck of the bottle was a piece of paper with the
words DRINK ME in large letters.

But Alice was a careful girl. ‘It can be dangerous

to drink out of strange bottles,” she said. "What will

SandWiChing it do to me?” She drank a little bit very slowly. The
taste was very nice, like chocolate and oranges and

hot sweet coffee, and very soon Alice finished the
bottle.

"“What a strange feeling!” said Alice. °I think I'm
getting smaller and smaller every second.’

23 Professional Development SHAPING learmng TOGETHER



Espresso stories OXFORD
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No more than 25 words

‘The Dinosaur' by Augusto Monterroso

When he woke up, the dinosaur was still
there.
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Espresso stories online OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

'‘Bleeding Edge ' by Chris Williams

It was all over. It came down to who had the quickest fingers.

'This is Ned' by Zac Petrich

Ned reached out and touched Cynthia's beautiful face. It
made his hand cold so he

Professional Devao ot SHAPING learning TOGETHER


http://espressostories.com/

From picture to poem OXFORD
Haiku

\m A haiku is a short poem that has:
- i + three lines
‘H Y S 17 syllables in total (e.g. 5-7-5)
& é ’7’? o)
If we want to eat
, Y We have to sit down and think
And k togeth
M“' A nd work together

%8 Professional Development
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Poetry OXFORD
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A Martian Sends a Postcard Home
* The Lost Generation
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