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• Exploring a variety of text types and activities; 

• Writing activities that promote both language awareness and 

creativity; 

• Boosting students’ confidence in themselves as writers 

 

In this session 
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Working with blurbs… 

…you’re doing it wrong! 

 This novel starts with this old doctor who’s in prison in Paris, 

during the French Revolution of 1066. He escapes to 

England and then there’s this boring bit that lasts for a few 

hundred pages. (You can skip through some of these parts.) 

So the old doctor’s daughter marries this French guy, but 

there’s another English guy who looks just like the French 

guy, and he loves her, too. The French guy goes back to 

Paris and they put him in prison. Then they let him out. Then 

they put him in prison again. They want to kill him, but then 

the English bloke who looks just like him changes places with 

him and he gets killed instead. Or something like that. 
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Working with blurbs 

A Tale of Two Cities 
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Dickens' second historical novel, which 

he considered "the best story I have 

written," provides a highly-charged 

examination of human suffering and 

human sacrifice. Private experience 

and public history parallel one another 

as the political activities and personal 

responsibilities of these fictional 

characters, during the French 

Revolution, draw them into the Paris of 

the Terror. 
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Working with blurbs 

Matching 
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1. When sixteen-year old Tris makes her 

choice, she cannot forsee how drastically her 

life will change… 

3. Junior is a budding cartoonist 

growing up on the Spokane Indian 

reservation… 

2. When Lyra’s friend Roger 

disappears, she and her daemon, 

Pantalaimon, set out to find him… 
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Working with blurbs  

Writing 
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Getting ready to write 

From blurbs to beginnings 
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First lines 
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The Curious Incident 

of the Dog in the Night-Time 

 "It's not just a book about disability... it's a book about books, 

about what you can do with words and what it means to 

communicate with someone in a book…If you met 

[Christopher] in real life you'd never, ever get inside his head. 

Yet something magical happens when you write a novel 

about him. You slip inside his head, and it seems like the 

most natural thing in the world."  

 

 Mark Haddon 
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Responding to books 

Mind maps 
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Responding to books 

Reviews 

1. a short summary of the plot 
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Responding to books 

Reviews 

2. focus on one interesting scene 
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Responding to books 

Reviews 

3. give your opinion of the book 
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Describing a book 

Responding to prompts 

 

• It was written by… 

• It’s set in … 

• It’s the story of … 

• The main character is… 

• In the end… 
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Areas of difficulty 

Using appropriate language 
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Sickness and cure 

   

Type of sickness :  

 

 

 

    Cure: 
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Focusing on accuracy 

Dictogloss 

• Remove the text from view 

• Dictate it quite slowly 

• Students listen and take notes 

• Repeat it 

• Students try to re-construct the text from their notes 

• Compare with the original 
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Describing sickness 

Senses poem 

Do you ever feel homesick or seasick? How does it feel?  

Write a senses poem. 

  When I am homesick, 

   I see… 

    I hear… 

     I smell… 

      I taste… 

       I feel… 
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Translate from English into L1 

*wait* 

Translate back from L1 into English 
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 Developing awareness 

Other ways to use this text? 

 

 

 

 

Sandwiching 
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Espresso stories 

No more than 25 words 

  

 'The Dinosaur' by Augusto Monterroso 

 

 

 When he woke up, the dinosaur was still 

there. 
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Espresso stories online 

http://espressostories.com/ 

 'Bleeding Edge ' by Chris Williams 

 

 It was all over. It came down to who had the quickest fingers. 
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 'This is Ned' by Zac Petrich 

  

 Ned reached out and touched Cynthia's beautiful face. It 

 made his hand cold so he shut the freezer. 

  

  

  

http://espressostories.com/
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From picture to poem 

Haiku 

 A haiku is a short poem that has: 

• three lines 

• 17 syllables in total (e.g. 5-7-5) 
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 If we want to eat 

 We have to sit down and think 

 And work together 



Poetry 

 

• A Martian Sends a Postcard Home 

• The Lost Generation 
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