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In this talk 
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Describing a book 

Using prompts 

 

• It was written by… 

• It‟s set in … 

• It‟s the story of … 

• The main character is… 

• In the end… 
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What teens are reading… 
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Challenges and obstacles 

A 16 year-old student confesses 
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Teens talk about reading literature 

Which authors are mentioned? 

 

Which genres are mentioned? 

 

What reasons to read are given?  

 

What excuses are made for not reading 

more? 
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Are they typical? 

I prefer to read different articles in English 

 

I prefer reading in my mother language 

 

I like reading in English because … I like to 

read the original form 

 

I do like reading even though I don‟t do it a 

lot 
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The benefits of extensive reading  
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“…research demonstrates that students who 

read extensively also make gains in overall 

language proficiency.” 

Richard R Day 
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How much do your students read? 

Do they read in L1? 
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Do they read in English? 

L1   

L2 

R 

R/S/W/L 
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Getting students interested 

Magnet and hook 
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Magnet and hook 

Images 

 

 

Can you guess the title? 

a.) Oliver Twist 

b.) David Copperfield 

c.) Hard Times 
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Magnet and hook 

Images and text 
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Magnet and hook 

Extract and title 
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Open-ended questions 

“Tell him the things are for Peter, the boy who was sorry about 

the coal, then he will understand.” 

 

• Who is Peter?  

• What things does he need?  

• Why?  

• What happened with the coal?  

• Who „will understand‟? 
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Promoting oral skills 

Talking about literature: a win-win situation 
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Focus on characters 

Exploring opinions and motives 

 

• interviews 

 

• fishbowl debates 

 

• empty chair activities 
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Fishbowl 

Outer circle roles 

 

 

• Reporter 

• Silent Contributor 

• Reference Counter 

• Comment Counter 

• Shadower 
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Drama and re-enactments 

• Online comic strip 

generators, e.g. bitstrip 
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• smartphone videos 



Eszti talks about a Banksy picture 

Couple kissing  

Cuddling 

Holding each other 

Staring 
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Part of the picture 

What is happening? 
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Some extracts from Eszti’s monologue 

 What is in the rest of the picture? 

At first it might seem that they  are just 

cuddling and it has a very simple meaning, 

but when you take a second look at it you 

realise… 

 

A perfect reflection of today‟s society 

 

We really should take a look at this piece of 

art because it might help us to get rid of our 

addiction 
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  Mobile Lovers - Banksy 
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  Mobile Lovers - Banksy 

../../2014/Pécs August/videos/03 Eszti.mp4
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Working with blurbs… 

…you‟re doing it wrong! 

 This novel starts with this old doctor who’s in prison in Paris, 

during the French Revolution of 1066. He escapes to 

England and then there’s this boring bit that lasts for a few 

hundred pages. (You can skip through some of these parts.) 

So the old doctor’s daughter marries this French guy, but 

there’s another English guy who looks just like the French 

guy, and he loves her, too. The French guy goes back to 

Paris and they put him in prison. Then they let him out. Then 

they put him in prison again. They want to kill him, but then 

the English bloke who looks just like him changes places with 

him and he gets killed instead. Or something like that. 
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Working with blurbs 

A Tale of Two Cities 
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Dickens' second historical novel, which 

he considered "the best story I have 

written," provides a highly-charged 

examination of human suffering and 

human sacrifice. Private experience 

and public history parallel one another 

as the political activities and personal 

responsibilities of these fictional 

characters, during the French 

Revolution, draw them into the Paris of 

the Terror. 
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Working with blurbs 

Matching 
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1. When sixteen-year old Tris makes her 

choice, she cannot forsee how drastically her 

life will change… 

3. Junior is a budding cartoonist 

growing up on the Spokane Indian 

reservation… 

2. When Lyra’s friend Roger 

disappears, she and her daemon, 

Pantalaimon, set out to find him… 
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Working with blurbs  

Writing 
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Getting ready to write 

From blurbs to beginnings 
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First lines 
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Sickness and cure 

   

Type of sickness :  

 

 

 

    Cure: 

 

Professional Development 32 



33 Professional Development 33 



34 

Focusing on accuracy 

Dictogloss 

• Remove the text from view 

• Dictate it quite slowly 

• Students listen and take notes 

• Repeat it 

• Students try to re-construct the text from their notes 

• Compare with the original 
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Describing sickness 

Senses poem 

Do you ever feel homesick or seasick? How does it feel?  

Write a senses poem. 

  When I am homesick, 

   I see… 

    I hear… 

     I smell… 

      I taste… 

       I feel… 
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Translate from English into L1 

*wait* 

Translate back from L1 into English 
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 Developing awareness 

Other ways to use this text? 

 

 

 

 

Sandwiching 
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Espresso stories 

No more than 25 words 

  

 'The Dinosaur' by Augusto Monterroso 

 

 

 When he woke up, the dinosaur was still 

there. 
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Espresso stories online 

http://espressostories.com/ 

 'Bleeding Edge ' by Chris Williams 

 

 It was all over. It came down to who had the quickest fingers. 
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 'This is Ned' by Zac Petrich 

  

 Ned reached out and touched Cynthia's beautiful face. It 

 made his hand cold so he shut the freezer. 

  

  

  

http://espressostories.com/
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