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Grouping learners within lessons

• Why is it important?

• What criteria should we use?

• What grouping techniques can we use?
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Grouping learners within lessons

Why is it important?

• Personalizes learning

• Easier to provide help and assistance

• More language activation

• Greater levels of participation

• Builds levels of confidence + reduces anxiety
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Grouping learners within lessons

What criteria should we use?

Some

possibilities:
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same level together
different levels

together

choice of topic at random



Grouping learners within lessons

What techniques can we use?

• Post-it notes

• Grab the end of the string

• Lining up
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Where would you write

these words on the map? 

• football

• music

• love

• beauty

• food

Now explain your choices.
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Participant A:

You will be shown the topic.

Participant B:

Look away now! 

Tips for a …?
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Task in pairs



Participant A: 

Share some advice on this topic.

Participant B: 

Listen and guess the topic

Tips for a …?
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Value
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Tips for a happy life



• Social skills

• Life skills

• Values
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discuss

describe

decide



Seiji Kaya, founder of Small Kindness Movement. 

What inspired him?

a.) surviving a fire

b.) being robbed

c.) a beloved pet
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• Student A - Interviewer: asks questions in English

• Student B - Speaker: gives answers in L1

• Student C - Mediator: translates between English and L1
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Goldfish bowl discussions

• Inner circle: speak

• Outer circle: observe and

provide feedback
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Classroom management

and classroom roles

• Learner roles

• Teacher roles

Professional Development23



Learner roles

Day-to-day involvement in...

• …decision-making

• …supporting the teacher

• …providing expertise
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Teacher roles

• Facilitating involvement

• Creating options and openings for involvement

• Promoting learning in frontal teaching
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Lollipop sticks

• Alternative to ‘hands up’

• Write student names on lollipop sticks

• Choose a student at random

• Chosen student tries to answer
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Traffic light cups

Green = No problems / happy

Orange = not 100% clear

Red = some problems / need help
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A wider context for learning

“It makes sense to think of the 

classroom as a miniature 

version of the world outside, in 

which success depends not 

only on gaining knowledge, but 

also on having social skills, 

values, and life skills.” 
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Who is he?



IQ

• Average person IQ of 100

• Extremely smart person IQ of 130+

• Albert Einstein IQ of 160

• Chris Langan IQ of 200



• Construction

• Farm-hand

• Ranch-hand

• Cowboy

• Firefighter

• Forest ranger

• Bouncer

What does he do?

• Teacher

• Lawyer

• Astronomer

• Army General

• Economist

• Professor

• PhysicistBouncer



Social skills

• turn-taking

• team work

• fair play

• respecting others’ opinons

• willingness to compromise

 reward attitudes as well as outcomes
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• me as a language learner

• me as a member of this class

• me as a person

Values
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Life skills

Thinking about: 

• success outside school

• life challenges

Focusing on non-cognitive

skills:

• not giving up

• being brave

• getting help
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Creating a positive learning environment

• Affirmation

• Positive reinforcement

• Beginnings and endings
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