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21st Century Skills

What are they?

The 21st Century Skills are a set of abilities that 

students need to develop in order to succeed in 

the information age.

Partnership for 21st Century Skills

www.p21.org
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21st Century Skills

Literacy Skills

Life Skills

Learning Skills
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The Four Cs
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The Four Cs

• How often do we activate them in class? 
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Communication
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What do you think happened?
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Choose the best explanation:

- He might have left it there to collect later.

- He could have been kidnapped by somebody.

What do you think happened?

He might have …

He could have … 

What do you think happened to the businessman? 

…



Activities based on mediation

A Police interview

• Student A: The Businessman speaks English

• Student B: The Police Officer speaks L1

• Student C: The interpreter speaks both
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Collaboration
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From picture to poem

Haiku

A haiku is a short poem that has:

• three lines

• 17 syllables in total (e.g. 5-7-5)
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If we want to eat

We have to sit down and think

And work together



Paired task

• Follow the instructions…
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Critical Thinking
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An endangered species

Do you recognise it? 
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Lives in the temperate rainforests of 

the Olympic Peninsula, Washington 

State.

Solitary cephalopod, 33-35cm from

arm-tip to mantle tip

Amphibious – spends early life and 

mating season in the water.

Can survive on land thanks to

specialized skin adaptations and 

moistness of the rainforests.



Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
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Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/

Professional Development21



Pacific NW Tree Octopus

Why don’t we hear more about it?
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It does not exist!



Lessons from the Octopus

Information is not the
same as knowledge.

Comprehending a text is 
not the same as
understanding it.

The key to understanding is 
thinking about what you

read.
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Make students

respond to texts

Encourage them to

think critically.



Steve

Farmer or librarian?
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• Steve was chosen at random from all the men in America of 

working age.

• A neighbour says: ‘He is very shy and withdrawn, but always

very helpful.’

• A psychologist says: ‘A meek and tidy soul, he has little

interest in people or in the world of reality.’ 

• A graphologist says: ‘He has a need for order and structure, 

and a passion for detail.’

Is Steve more likely to be a farmer or a librarian?
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Creativity
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Using phones

a giant beetroot

meek

To tell the truth…
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Checking understanding

Paraphrasing
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Paraphrase the extract…

…in clear, simple English
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Paraphrase the extract…

…in clear, simple English
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The Four Cs

• How often do we activate them in class? 
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