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Skills

Isolation and integration 

• skills have micro-

features

• we can practise them in 

isolation

• competence requires 

combining different 

skills

• extend from isolated to 

integrated tasks
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Listening

Three techniques

• short dictation

• open-ended listening

• collaborative listening
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Listening

• short dictation: how many words am I saying?

nine words: 

I’m really looking forward to my holiday in Spain

• open-ended listening: 

instead of comprehension questions, ask: 

What was that about? or What was going on?
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Listening

• collaborative listening

Work with a partner. What 

was the misunderstanding?

wanted Granada / got 

Grenada / booked on the 

phone / didn’t notice 

spelling difference / 

confused about time zones
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Reading 

Three techniques

• pronoun guessing

• jigsaw reading

• flame challenge
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Reading

Pronoun guessing

Pre-reading task: 

• brainstorm ideas

• replace the personal pronoun 

with possible nouns

Then one day, after yet another 

accident, his parents decided that 

enough was enough, and sold it.
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Reading

Jigsaw reading / peer dictation

• take a short extract from a SB reading text

• create three gapped versions of the text (e.g. red, green, 

blue)
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Reading 

Flame Challenge

• alternative to reading comprehension

• show you understand by re-working the text

•  paraphrase the paragraph in one sentence 
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Speaking

• extending speaking with 

grandmother

• speak, pass, nominate

• film it
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Speaking

Talk about your grandmother

• technique for when students are stuck for ideas

• use when they don’t have a clue what to say next

• begin by saying: My grandmother always says...
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Speaking

Speak, pass, or nominate

After pair work, give students the option of not speaking;

instead, they can choose to pass or nominate their partner

• builds trust

• is face-saving

• increases confidence

• works well try it and see for yourself
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Speaking

film it

• students use phones to film each other

• increases student control 

• leads to multiple attempts

• students demand more from themselves

• opportunity for peer feedback
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Writing

• plan it and stop 

• left hand, right hand

• hidden lyrics
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Writing

plan it and stop

An occasional 

alternative:

• students write 

the plan in full

• they hand in the 

plan

• they do not do 

the writing task 

itself

• grade the plan
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Writing

left hand, right hand

• make the activity of 

writing more interesting 

for students

• get them to switch the 

pen between R hand 

and L hand

• works well for writing 

with two characters/ 

two perspectives
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Writing

hidden lyrics

• students do the writing

• they also think of a song and find the lyrics

• they add at least three lyrics from the song to their text

• others have to read and try to recognise the song
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Writing 

Hidden lyrics

I had a great summer holiday in Ireland one year. I stayed in 

Dublin and made lots of friends. It rained a lot, but I love folk 

music and bar games, so I always went to a bar where they 

had live music and a pool table. 

That’s where I met Anna. She played the fiddle in an 

Irish band. (The fiddle is what folk musicians call the violin.) 

Anyway, I met her in Grafton Street right outside of the bar. I 

watched her sing and then we played some games. You 

know, she beat me at darts and then she beat me at pool! It 

was the start of a beautiful friendship.
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Evaluation

Three informal techniques

• repetition instead of correction: try it again 

• peer evaluation and buddy feedback 

• DIY tests for self-assessment 
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Evaluation

Try it again

when doing a speaking long-turn:

• don’t correct students’ mistakes

• afterwards, ask them if they would like to try it again 

• the second attempt is usually significantly better
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Peer evaluation

buddy feedback

• make sure students understand how to give constructive 

criticism (e.g. One thing you could try is... instead of That 

was rubbish)

• give students a speaking task to do in pairs

• encourage them to video-record their turns using a phone

• between takes, the camera operator can offer advice and 

constructive criticism

• share the final products and watch them in class
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Peer evaluation

prompts for buddy feedback 

What were you happy with? / What didn’t you like about that?

I like the way you... / My favourite part was when...

One thing you could try is... / I think it would be better if...

Watch out for...
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• involve students as materials writers

• they focus on asking writing items for themselves and their 

classmates 

• aim to find areas to work on

• combine testing and learning

• turn learning into a puzzle

DIY tests for self-evaluation
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Evaluation 

Conclusions: 

- students benefit less from correction than we think they do

- we mainly correct because we feel that we should

- students actually get better from deliberate practice

- we should actually use our time in class to let them practise 

more
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Deliberate practice

• resist the temptation to 

set writing tasks for 

homework

• joint hardship builds the 

group dynamic (Dörnyei)

• get students to work on 

things that need practice 

– together

• pain is inevitable; 

suffering is optional 
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Grit

The importance of effort

Two components:

passion (staying focused)

perseverance (bouncing back from setbacks)

talent  

skill 

Angela Duckworth Grit

x  effort = skill

x  effort = achievement
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Project methods

• notice topics and texts that engage students’ interest

• use collaborative group-work formats

• set tasks which are creative and open-ended

• combine language-skills and other skills

• encourage students to teach each other

• get students to appraise their own work critically

• find the time for this: it will be the one lesson your students 

are sure to remember
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Mixed-Ability Teaching

Mixed-Ability Teaching 

• practical ideas for the 

classroom

• integrated skills focus

• creative methodology

• includes a chapter on 

assessment
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