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What is CLIL?

What is CLIL?

Content and Language Integrated Learning

Content Language
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What is CLIL?

Popular content in CLIL programmes:

• History

• Geography

• Science

• Art

• Maths

• Health

• Social Studies

Solutions 3rd edition
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How is CLIL taught?

• ‘Hard’ CLIL

• ‘Soft’ CLIL

 Which approach is more common in schools?

Main focus: CONTENT

Extra support for language

Main focus: LANGUAGE

Extra support for content
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The benefits of a soft-CLIL approach

• supports learning across the curriculum

• energises and inspires students

• creates meaningful learning experiences

• complements a student-centred approach

• promotes a spirit of enquiry

• can lead to collaboration between teachers
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Providing support in a soft-CLIL approach

Best practice tips:

• Pre-teach additional vocabulary and grammar as needed

• Use plenty of visuals to aid understanding

• Check comprehension regularly

• Apply interactive methodology

• Use questions for learning, not checking
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Look at the picture for 10 seconds, then answer the Qs 
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What a waste!

Look at the picture for 10 seconds, then answer the Qs 

• Where was the picture taken?

• What was happening in the picture?

• Two things were open. What were they?

• How many of the things in the bin can you remember?

• Was all of the rubbish in the bin unusable?

• Why do we throw so much away?

• What do you think about this?

• Do you have any suggestions?
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What do you think this word means?

If you don’t know, guess…

Share ideas with a neighbour

Google to check
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Using questions to spark curiosity and enquiry

Why do we ask questions in class?

• Is it to check knowledge?

• Or is it to promote learning?

I don’t know is not a confession of ignorance; it is 

the point where learning begins.

Students who already know everything that is 

asked in a lesson have not learned anything.
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Using questions to spark curiosity and enquiry

• Ask follow-up questions

• Encourage students to investigate and report back



18

Using questions to spark curiosity and enquiry

Questions from 

the teacher

Questions from 

students
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Using questions to spark curiosity and 

enquiry

use open- and 

closed-

questions to 

elicit information
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Questions before and after topics

Before beginning a topic:

• What do you know about this topic?

• What are you hoping to learn?

• Write down two questions you would like to know the 

answer to

After finishing a topic:

• Look at your questions again. Did you find the answers?
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KWL charts

K W L

What do you 

know?

What do you

want to know?

What have you 

learned?
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Practical example

Language

From French or old 

English & Norse?

city 

father 

money

take
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Language
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Science: Climate Crisis

prompt
task

source

 additional 

(authentic) 

source?
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• Students do the exercise and research the answers

• Students replace 1-12 with new names

• They exchange and complete the new exercises

The Arts
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In conclusion

It's easy to give people comprehensible input that's not 

interesting - that's school.

It's easy to give people interesting input that's not 

comprehensible - that's the outside world.

A teacher's job is to make it both. 

- Stephen Krashen
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