
Christmas in the 
classroom

Edmund Dudley

Pécs

02 December 2019



Christmas trees

How do you like it?

• Real or plastic?

• Decorate on or before 24 December?

• Take down before or after 12th Night?

• Post / do not post photo of tree on social media?

• Say “Nicest tree ever” or “last year’s was better”?
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Would I lie to you? 

Do you think the statement is TRUE or a LIE. Why?

“For three weeks I carted an empty box around 
without realising that what I’d bought wasn’t actually 
in it?”

What questions would you like to ask?

How many of your questions were answered?

What questions do you still have?

What is your final verdict?
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Christmas trees

How do you like it?

• Real or plastic?

• Decorate on or before 24 December?

• Take down before or after 12th Night?

• Post / do not post photo of tree on social media?

• Say “Nicest tree ever” or “last year’s was better”?

Talk in your pairs and come up with your own 
statement – others will guess T/F
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Review

• discussion starters: family tree traditions

• focused listening: Would I lie to you?

• follow-up speaking: with students’ own claims
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Eight prompts

1 = your first name

2 = a number

3 = an adjective

4 = an activity (-ing form)

5 = a strong emotional state

6 = a countable noun (something you love)

7 = an adjective

8 = your nickname
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A letter to Santa

Dear Santa

My name is (1) and I am (2) years old. I am a teacher. 
This year I have been very (3). The students say my 
lessons are just like (4).

I love teaching, but at the end of a long semester I 
sometimes feel (5). For Christmas this year I would 
like a new (6) – my old one is much too (7).

Thanks in advance!

Lots of love

(8)
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Review

• elicit words (+ useful parts of speech practice)

• fill gaps

• read letters to each other

• make changes and amendments

• create new template for others?
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1

Whose woods these are I think I know.

His house is in the village though;

He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.
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2

My little horse must think it queer

To stop without a farmhouse near

Between the woods and frozen lake

The darkest evening of the year.
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3

He gives his harness bells a shake

To ask if there is some mistake.

The only other sound’s the sweep

Of easy wind and downy flake.
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4

The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 

But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.
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Thematic words and expressions

• each group is given a theme

• read the poem individually

• share key words and phrases

• add others (not in the poem)

• combine your words to create a 
picture 
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Pictures from words
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Theme words

life winter

peace doubt

Edmund Dudley 15



Extension activities

What is the message of the poem? Rate the 
following suggestions

• a thing of beauty is a joy forever

• for every promise there is a price to pay

• there is pleasure in the pathless woods

• the journey is more important than the destination

• fear of death follows from fear of life

• take the bus if it’s snowing 

source: Abraham Panavelil
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Review

• gap fill

• thematic reading

• word collection

• pictures from words

• interpretations

Edmund Dudley 17



Quiz questions
1. In which country does a witch drop Christmas gifts down the chimney?

2. What is a female turkey called?

3. What would have been Jesus' native language?

4. In which city was Handel's 'Messiah' first performed?

5. Good King Wenceslas was king of...? 

6. What is the name of the skin that hangs from a turkey's neck?

7. What did children hope to hear in 'White Christmas'? 

8. How many points does a snowflake have?

9. Who was the only US President NOT to put a Christmas tree in the 
White House?

10. Who wrote 'A Christmas Carol'? 

11. What is the best-selling Christmas song of all time?

12. Name one of the gifts of the Magi 
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